A Lesson before Dying





By:  Ernest J. Gaines

· Gaines was born January 15, 1933, in a slave area on the River Lake plantation in Pointe Coupée Parish, Louisiana.
· At the age of nine Gaines was picking cotton in the plantation fields and attended  the black quarter's school which held classes only five or six months a year. 

· For several of his childhood years, Ernest Gaines lived with a great aunt in rural Louisiana. 

· He listened to the talk of the older people as they sat on his aunt's porch visiting and their speech gave authenticity to the voices of his characters.

· Gaines left Louisiana when he was fifteen but he returns regularly to remain connected to the life there that is so central to his writing. 

· The novel’s setting is – a small Louisiana community in the late 1940s.
· St. Raphael Parish
· The story takes place in late October 1948, until two weeks after Easter, 1949

Themes

1. One man can make a difference in the lives of many.

2. The greatest life lesson can be learned when one aspires to achieve that which at one time appeared unachievable.

3. The prison of a man’s mind is more confining than his circumstances.

4. True freedom exists in learning from one’s life.

5. Life experiences educate one more effectively than any instructional school.
6. Tracing the theme of power. Analyzing who has it, how it is used, and how it affects the outcome of LBD.

Major Characters

· Grant Wiggins (teacher, narrator)
· Miss Emma (Nannan) Glenn (Jefferson’s godmother)
· Tante Lou (Grant’s aunt) 
· Jefferson (death sentence)
Important Events

·  Murder and trial
·  Visit to Pichot’s home
· Grant’s visits with Jefferson
· Christmas Pageant 

· Giving of the radio and diary
· Jefferson’s Execution
Minor Characters


�
Vivian Baptiste


Henri Pichot


Paul Bonin


Inez Lane


Reverend Mose Ambrose


Grant’s students





KEY issues


Church vs. Education


Fatalism vs. Individualism


Racism and Injustice


Relationship dynamics


Obligation/Responsibility


Identity (What does it mean to be a man?)





Places to Remember


St. Raphael Parish


Bayonne


Rainbow Club


Pichot Plantation


Jailhouse








